Constitutional diseases cause bleeding in two ways, either by raising the blood-pressure or by producing alterations in the quality or coagulability of the blood; but it is not possible in every case to determine by which method the effect has been produced. In the large majority of cases, epistaxis occurring from the front part of the septum, may be temporarily arrested by inserting a plug of gauze or wool for an inch within the nostril, and making pressure on it with the finger on the ala of the nose. After the haemorrhage has been arrested the bleeding point should be sealed with the cautery at a dull red heat. The minute erosion is often indistinguishable, and it is often wise to re-start the bleeding by gentle stroking with a probe, and then to arrest it by a pledget of wool soaked in cocainesolution before using the cautery. 
